The distribution of ABO blood groups and Rh (D) factor has been studied among the Banjara of Backward population of Akola District (Maharashtra). The O, A, B, and AB blood group percentage were recorded as 27.64%, 22.91%, 37.45% and 12% respectively. The Rh negative incidence was recorded as 02.55%. The allele frequencies of O, A, B and AB groups in the combined data were found to be 0.5196, 0.2880, and 0.1924 respectively and Rh (D) positive allelic frequency was 0.8405.
INTRODUCTION
The ABO blood group distribution varies in different geographical and ethnic groups. ABO blood group genes are mapped at 9q34.2. In present paper, we study the distribution of ABO blood group and Rh factor among the Banjara population of Akola district, Maharashtra. The Banjara are a class of usually ascribed as nomadic people from the Indian state of Rajasthan, North-West Gujarat, and Western Madhya Pradesh and Eastern Sindh province of pre-independence Pakistan. They claim to belong to the clan of Agnivanshi Rajputs, and are also known as Banjari, Pindari, Bangala, Banjori, Banjuri, Brinjari, Lamani, Lamadi, Lambani, Labhani, Lambara, Lavani, Lemadi, Lumadale, Labhani Muka, Goola, Gurmarti, Gormati, Kora, Sugali, Sukali, Tanda, Vanjari, Vanzara,and Wanji. During the last five decades, numerous studies have been carried out on the distribution of blood groups and genetic composition of various endogamous population groups in India (Bhasin et al. 1992) . In this paper an attempt is made to study the distribution of ABO and Rh (D) blood group systems among the Banjara caste of Akola district.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Blood Samples from a total of 275 unrelated individuals of both sexes were drawn from the Banjara (Backward caste) settlements of Akola district of Maharashtra. Blood samples were taken from finger pricks, and the usual open slide method of testing for ABO blood groups and Rh (D) factor was followed ( (Bhasin and Chahal 1996) . Gene frequencies are calculated by Hardy-Weinberg principle using the WinBug program (Spiegelhalter, et al.,2003) 
